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Special Educational Needs & Disability Report to Governors and Parents  
Summer 2019 

 

At St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School, we welcome all children to our school irrespective of disability 
or difficulty. We have a duty to report to parents and governors on the provision for SEND.  

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) is a legal term. It describes the needs of a child or 
young person who has a difficulty or disability which makes learning harder for them than for other 
children their age or a disability which makes it hard for them to access facilities within a school. 
Around one in five children has SEND at some point during their school years, which may be 
overcome with a temporary intervention or may need longer lasting support. 

 
Policies 
In accordance with the new SEND Code of Practice, which was implemented September 2014, the 
school’s Local Offer can be viewed on the school website, or a paper copy can be requested from the 
school office. The Local Offer gives families of children and young people with special educational 
needs or disabilities information about what support services the school can provide.  

The new Code of Practice is central to the school’s SEND policy which was revised in January 2015. 
There is a greater focus on children’s needs and outcomes, with a requirement for more parental 
involvement. For both documents, go to: 

www.stmarysprimary.org.uk/information/policies-and-reports 

 
SEND School Profile 

At present, SEND pupils represent 15% (37 out of 239 pupils) of the school community: 

 3 pupils with an Education, Health & Care Plan with a further 3 being worked on. 

 34 children at Stage 2  

 Children at stage 1, are no longer on the SEND profile. These children are supported 
through intervention strategies and specific intervention and support programmes. Teachers 
plan differentiated activities to take into account the individual needs of these pupils. 

 
All children receiving intervention are being monitored. 

 SEND and Intervention timetables are set each half term by the class teacher to ensure each 
child who is working below age expectations are provided with adequate support. 

 Target Tracker levels are used to assess a child at the beginning of an intervention and again 
at the end to determine whether the intervention has been successful or needs to be modified.  

 Interventions are being monitored for their effectiveness in supporting pupils in making 
progress.  

 There are 2 medical profiles which are on the SEND register. These children have a medical 
plan to support their needs.  
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The range of special educational needs at the school include, ADHD, Autism, development delays to 
speech & language (for more information on SEND Provision see page 3 of the SEND policy). 

The previously used Individual Educational Plan (IEP), which was created for each SEND pupil, has 
now been replaced by a Pupil Passport. The aim of the pupil passport is to:- 
 

 Keep the pupil central to provision provided, 

 Allow the pupil to have input into their passport,  

 Provide a tool for discussions with parents/carers.  
 
Progress of all SEND pupils is reviewed regularly with parents with a minimum of at least one review 
per term in each academic year.  
 
Key Personnel 
 
SENDCO – Mrs Sarah Ball – sball@stmarysprimary.org.uk 

SEND Governor – Mrs Pauline Cotton 

Vulnerable Groups Champion – Mrs Julie O Regan 

 
SEN Training completed by staff 2018 – 19  
Autism course 
Speech and Language course 
Nurture group training 
BLANKs Training 
Using Lego to support children with SEMH 
 
External Agencies 
The school has been working with the following agencies:- 

 Speech and Language Therapy 

 Educational Psychologist  

 The Jigsaw Centre  

 Edwin Lobo Centre 

 CAMHs – Child and Adolescent Health Service 

 CHUMS – Child Bereavement, Trauma and Emotional Wellbeing Service 

 Occupational Therapy Service for Children 

 Central Beds SEND Team  

 HAST Visual Impaired Team 

 HAST Hearing Impaired Team 

 Early Years Advisory Team (SEND) 

 Specialist Dyslexic Assessment Teachers 

 Clive Black (Therapeutic Counsellor) 

 Physiotherapy 

 Access & Inclusion (Central Beds) 

 Chiltern School 

 School Nursing Team 

 Virtual Schools Team (Looked After Children) 

 Early Years Advisory Team (Central Beds) 
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Budget & Resources 
 
 
The SEND budget is approx. 5% of the annual budget. This is typically spent on training, TA funding 
and resources.  
 
In February 2017, a nurture group was introduced. It is part of the whole school approach to inclusion 
and provides support for children with social and emotional needs and SEND.  The small group for 6 
to 8 pupils is focused around Years 1-3.  The nurture group, called the St. Mary’s Crew, provides a 
modified curriculum within the school environment. The group is an intervention for those children 
who are unable to access learning successfully in their classroom and to provide the children with 
strategies to cope within the classroom in the mornings.   

In January 2019 we introduced Art for the heart therapy which KS2 children have accessed. The 
children that have accessed this have had their SDQ levels decrease which proves this is a worthwhile 
intervention. 

We also piloted a Resourced Provision, 6 children from years 1 and 2 are taught in the library for 
maths and English 4 mornings a week. This is at an early stage but Class Teachers are happy with 
the progress the children are making with their academic levels, self-esteem and confidence. These 
children are working within the Early Years curriculum with tasks and activities that are highly 
differentiated to meet their needs. Staff are using lots of over learning strategies to support these 
children. Some children have made enough progress academically and with their self confidence to 
re-join their peers in the classroom. 

In March 2019 we expressed an interest in the SEND capital funding bids in partnership with the Local 
Authority and the DfE, we are hoping to hear very soon if we were successful as the consultation 
ended on the 3/7/19. We were one of twelve schools to get through to the consultation stage with the 
DfE. If successful we propose to build a building identical to The Lodge to be used for SEND 
interventions.  

 

Overview of SEND Provision at the School 

This academic year there has been an emphasis on identification and support for pupils with SEND 
interventions being decided and implemented by class teachers with the SENDCo providing a 
supporting role. Our TAs provide high quality support working with SEND pupils carrying out specific 
intervention activities during class time. The SENDCo meets with class teachers every term and has 
led a number of staff meetings as part of staff training.  
 
The SENDCo also meets every half term, with SENDCos from the Deanery and trust schools. Working 
with the Deanery and trust schools allows best practice to be shared. This relationship has been 
strengthened since the school joined the multi-academy trust in January 2018.  
 
This year discussion has been focussed on auditing SEN/D provision across the trust schools. In 
addition, they have reviewed practices across Deanery Schools in order to standardise practice and 
share good practice on applying for EHC Plan Assessments.  
Completed by :  Sarah Ball 

Date :   8th July 2019 
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